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INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR 
CONSERVATION OF NATURE 

Founded in 1948 

World meeting every 4 years (2016 Hawaii) 

3 pillars include (i) Staff: >1000 in 45 offices; 

(ii)Members: 89 States, 1036 Non-Government; 

(iii) Six Commissions contain ~20,000 experts. 

 World Commission on Protected Areas 

 Environmental Economic and Social Policy 

 Species Survival - Sustainable Use & Livelihoods (SULi)  

 Ecosystem Mgmt - SU & Managing Ecosystems (SUME) 

 Communication and Education 

 Environmental Law 

IAF Officers in IAF Officers in SULiSULi  & SUME coordinated SU in Hawaii& SUME coordinated SU in Hawaii  
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IUCN Sustainable Use in Europe 
2005-8: EU funds Governance & Ecosystem Mgmt EU funds Governance & Ecosystem Mgmt 

for Conservation of Biodiversity (GEMCONBIO)for Conservation of Biodiversity (GEMCONBIO)  

Bern Convention:Bern Convention:  Charter on HuntingCharter on Hunting  &&  BiodiversityBiodiversity  

2008-11: EU funds design of a Transactional EU funds design of a Transactional 
Environmental Support System (TESS).Environmental Support System (TESS).  

2010 Charter: Recreational Fishing & Biodiversity2010 Charter: Recreational Fishing & Biodiversity  

2011: Multilingual (23 language) Multilingual (23 language) NaturallianceNaturalliance  
portal launched (portal launched (http://www.naturalliance.eu).).  

2013: Charter 2013: Charter --  FungiFungi--Gathering & BiodiversityGathering & Biodiversity 
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 Charters 2004-7   2008-10   (2011-13) 
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What does a Charter do? 
 It gives recognition by Bern Convention of 

the potential from resource use as an 
important tool in biodiversity conservation. 

 It places hunting / fishing / gathering 
within the context of CBD sustainability 
principles (ecological, economical and 
sociocultural). 

 It emphasises the need for involvement of 
those who use resources in biodiversity 
monitoring, research and management. 

 It gives governments responsibility for 
enabling and encouraging this. 

 It starts moving from ”don’t” towards ”do” 
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Do as well as Don’t 
(to meet 2020 Targets) 

Theme 
Negative: 

regulate and stop 
local actions 

Positive:       
engage & motivate 

local actions 

Sustainable 
Use 

Don’t (over-) 
harvest 

Do conserve habitats 
through sustainable 

use of species 

Invasive  
Non-Native 

Species 

Don’t release alien 
invasive species 

Do remove those 
that are present 

Ecosystem 
Management 

Don’t harm 
species and 

habitats 

Do restore species 
and habitats 

Stakeholders Are problems Are the solution 
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Across 30 European states: 

• Hunting game-birds, deer (FACE, CIC) 

• Freshwater fishing (Anglers Alliance) 

• Bird-watching (BirdLife Partners) 

• Fungi, plant products: where possible 

Gave good spending data from hunters, 
some for anglers. Community follow-up 
in TESS project gave estimates also for 
bird-watching and ‘gathering’. 

A charter is TopA charter is Top--down. What about local level?down. What about local level? 

GEMCONBIO+TESS SURVEYED SPENDING 
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€35 billion private 

GEMCONBIO+TESS findings: How do 120,000 

local communities utilise their environment? 

Spend/yr €57 billion state (CAP)

€27 billion private

• ≈ 100 million citizens, spending €62 billion p.a. 

•• Can these passionate people help Conservation ?Can these passionate people help Conservation ?  

•• Mapping & GIS, Restoring, Nature Ambassadors ?Mapping & GIS, Restoring, Nature Ambassadors ?  
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TESS (+GEMCONBIO) findings: GEMCONBIO and TESS conclusions 
Study of national government and local communities 

(30 European countries, detailed case study in 8) 

 Conservation is about use of land and species. 

 Little land is strictly protected, much more is managed.  

 ≈ 100 million European citizens depend on wild living 
resources for recreation (e.g. watching, gathering, 
angling, hunting); private spend on these ecosystem 
services is ≈ €62 billion/yr; public CAP <€60 billion)  

 How to enlighten, enable and encourage local people 
to conserve through their enjoyment, both consumptive 
and aesthetic, of wild resources? 
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Community Conservation 
 

When spending money and making decisions, 

what help do local people need to conserve 

their biodiversity and ecosystem services? 

Maps of species and habitats; and   

Forecasting to assist land-use decisions. 

What is available? 

What can they contribute?  

Species and habitat maps? 

TESS ran eight Community Conservation 

projects.  Five were organised by hunters. 
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Remote mapping (LCMGB) is a wonderful tool, but 
decision support predictions by modelling species 
needs mapping at field, park & even garden scale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Satellite mapping therefore 
needs complementing by details  
of fine-scale ground-based maps. 

Ground-based for detail, 
(by Swedish hunters, 1985) 

1km
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Arne Parish in southern UK     
1,200 citizens, 27 km2  

Community Community 

Project: DeerProject: Deer  

••  In gardensIn gardens  

••  In forestryIn forestry  

••  On farmsOn farms  

•• For wildlife For wildlife 

habitatshabitats  

••  On roadsOn roads  
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In Arne Parish (UK) citizens were good at 
recording deer sightings & damage. 

Systematic survey Systematic survey 

of deer by a postof deer by a post--

doctoral biologist.   doctoral biologist.     

HunterHunter--organised:                   organised:                   

800 public sightings 800 public sightings   

gave best density & damage data.   gave best density & damage data.     
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IUCN Sustainable Use in Europe 
2005-8: EU funds Governance & Ecosystem Mgmt EU funds Governance & Ecosystem Mgmt 

for Conservation of Biodiversity (GEMCONBIO).for Conservation of Biodiversity (GEMCONBIO).  

Bern Convention:Bern Convention:  Charter on HuntingCharter on Hunting  &&  BiodiversityBiodiversity  

2008-11: EU funds design of a Transactional EU funds design of a Transactional 
Environmental Support System (TESS).Environmental Support System (TESS).  

2010 Charter: Recreational Fishing & Biodiversity2010 Charter: Recreational Fishing & Biodiversity  

2011: Multilingual (23 language) Multilingual (23 language) NaturallianceNaturalliance  
portal launched (portal launched (http://www.naturalliance.eu).).  

2013: Charter 2013: Charter --  FungiFungi--Gathering & Biodiversity.Gathering & Biodiversity.  

2013-16: SakerSaker  work for Bonn Convention work for Bonn Convention & IAF, & IAF, 
including multilingual including multilingual http://www.sakernet.org  

2016: Launching Launching SYstemSYstem  for Community Liaison for Community Liaison 
to network local organisations (to network local organisations (http://sycl.net).).  
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Is this how to engage wild resource users? 

Not exactly.   Not exactly.   
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... but multilingual sites can network to 1000s 
of local community sites to organise projects. 
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Easy to edit local sites, costing only €99/year, 

meet all requirements of local communities ... 
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... or local organisations... 
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... or even tourism in the countryside. 
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The System for Community Liaison (SYCL), is 
about to launch in 12 languages (German is 

translated but needs uploading), with links ... 
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to sites like a IAF/CMSIAF/CMS 5-language Sakernet ...  
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to monitor saker populations with CMS & IUCN 

Governments

Management

TrappersFalconers

Local 

Landfolk

NEST AREAS

DISPERSED/ MIGRANT 

SAKER AREAS

pay

payments

payments

data

data

data

data

payments

LEGAL FALCONS

data

regulation regulation

Middlemen
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Scope for monitoring from use in Europe tooScope for monitoring from use in Europe too  

Domestic bred raptors for falconry: 10,000 pa 

Goshawk value by breeding:  €750- €1,000   

Pairs of wild goshawks in Europe: 55,000 

Young of wild goshawks in Europe: 100,000 pa 

Demand for falconry: 1-2,000 = €1.5-2 million 

EUEU--recognised value: sustainable use of raptorsrecognised value: sustainable use of raptors  

Education (hands-on attracts the young) 

Research (e.g. breeding, predation, disease) 

Management (e.g. release, pest-control) 

Conserving through Use (what pays, stays!) 

But concern about wildlife crime & hybrids. 
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BirdLife recorded large Peregrine populations 

in EU states with high numbers of falconers, 

giving no evidence of damage to this species. 

R2 = 0.61, d.f. = 22, P <0.001
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Falconers use few hybrids where they have 

  good access to wild raptors (IAF data 2002) 

Conservation value from use of game too! 
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Falconry is a Falconry is a 

very old form very old form 

of hunting ...of hunting ...  

Recognised by UNESCO, Recognised by UNESCO, 

with high conservation with high conservation 

potential & low impactpotential & low impact  
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GrouseGrouse--moors are an important biotope, moors are an important biotope, 

sustainable by wild resource use alone.sustainable by wild resource use alone.  

Harvest Harvest 
parametersparameters  

Shooting Shooting   
(driven (driven 
grouse)grouse)  

Shooting Shooting   
(walking(walking--

up)up)  
FalconryFalconry  

Grouse/ Grouse/ 
hunter/dayhunter/day  

ca. 25ca. 25  ca. 10ca. 10  e.g. 0.3e.g. 0.3  

Total value/ Total value/ 
grouse killedgrouse killed  

est.            est.            
€€  100100--200200  

est.               est.               
€€  2727--4040  

e.g. e.g. €€  325325  
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 Grey Partridge needs restoration too,  
right across Europe - e.g. in Germany: 

Source: DJV, Deutscher 

Jagdverband e.V., German 

Hunters  Association 
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Restoration in UK guided by Game and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT) 

    Restoration of a wild 
grey partridge shoot: 

   a major development in 
the Sussex study, UK 

   (2012 Ewald J A. et al.) 

 

   Measurements  2004 to 
2010 for experimental 
area (circles) vs control 
(triangles), pairs (top) & 
post-breeding (below)  

 IAF,  with GWCT & ESUG, now runs Perdixnet  
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to start bottom-up Pan-European conservation 
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 IAF‘sIAF‘s www.perdixnet.org initiative 
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Conclusions: 

 Private effort and Payments for Ecosystem Private effort and Payments for Ecosystem 
Services have large potential for conservation.Services have large potential for conservation.  

 Local managers of farms, forest, hunting, fishing Local managers of farms, forest, hunting, fishing 
and reserve areas can all contribute. and reserve areas can all contribute.   

 Among wild resource beneficiaries, hunters are  Among wild resource beneficiaries, hunters are  
wellwell--organised and also work well with farmers, organised and also work well with farmers, 
civiccivic--groups & local councils to organise projects.groups & local councils to organise projects.  

 European Charters for sustainable use are being European Charters for sustainable use are being 
complemented locally by internet tools to get all complemented locally by internet tools to get all 
interests working together to conserve nature.interests working together to conserve nature.  

 Among bottomAmong bottom--up projects managing ungulates, up projects managing ungulates, 
predators, aliens and habitats, predators, aliens and habitats, game research & game research & 
falconry are starting to restore farm ecosystemsfalconry are starting to restore farm ecosystems 
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Thank you 
for listening 

www.naturalliance.eu    www.perdixnet.org 


