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INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR 

CONSERVATION OF NATURE 
Founded in 1948  

Business meetings at 4 - year interval  

3 pillars include: Staff, >1000 in 45 Offices  

Members, 89 States, 1036 Non - Government  

~20,000 experts in Six Commissions  

· World Commission on Protected Areas  

· Environmental Economic and Social Policy  

· Species Survival -  Sustainable Use & Livelihoods  

· Ecosystem Mgmt -  SU & Managing Ecosystems  

· Communication and Education  

· Environmental Law  
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IUCN Sustainable Use in Europe  
2005 - 8 : ECEC--FP6 Governance and Ecosystem FP6 Governance and Ecosystem 

Management for Conservation of Biodiversity.Management for Conservation of Biodiversity.   

Bern Convention:Bern Convention:   Charter on HuntingCharter on Hunting   &&   BiodiversityBiodiversity   

2008 - 11 : ECEC--FP7 Transactional Environmental FP7 Transactional Environmental 
Support System (TESS).Support System (TESS).   

2010 Charter: Recreational Fishing & Biodiversity2010 Charter: Recreational Fishing & Biodiversity   

2011 : Multilingual (23 language) Multilingual (23 language) NaturallianceNaturalliance   
portal launched (portal launched ( http://www.naturalliance.eu ).).   

2013: Charter 2013: Charter --   FungiFungi --Gathering & BiodiversityGathering & Biodiversity   

2013 : System for Community Liaison to network System for Community Liaison to network 
local organisations (local organisations ( http://sycl.net ).).   

2015 : Work for Bonn Convention on Work for Bonn Convention on SakersSakers , , 
including multilingual including multilingual http://www.sakernet.org  
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Across 30 European states (Finland):  

ÅHunting game - birds, deer (FACE, CIC)  

ÅFreshwater fishing (Anglers Alliance)  

ÅBirdwatching  ( BirdLife  Partners)  

ÅFungi , plant products, where possible  

Gave good spending data from hunters, 
some for anglers. Community follow - up 
in TESS project gave estimates  also for 
birdwatching  and ógatheringô. 

GEM-CON-BIO SURVEY OF SPENDING 
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TESS (+GEMCONBIO) findings : 

   More than 100 million European citizens depend More than 100 million European citizens depend 
on wild biodiversity resources for recreation on wild biodiversity resources for recreation (e.g. 
watching, gathering, angling, hunting) and spend  and spend  
more than more than úú60 Billion annually60 Billion annually . 
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There are 120,000 local communities in the EU.  

How do rural citizens use their environment?  

Spend/yr ú57 billionstate (CAP)

ú35 billionprivate

ú27 billionprivate

ÅCa 100 million citizens, spending > ú60 billion p.a.  

ÅÅConservation from this resource through:   Conservation from this resource through:   

Restoring, Mapping & GIS, Nature AmbassadorsRestoring, Mapping & GIS, Nature Ambassadors   
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TESS (+GEMCONBIO) findings : 

   More than 100 million European citizens depend More than 100 million European citizens depend 
on wild biodiversity resources for recreation on wild biodiversity resources for recreation (e.g. 
watching, gathering, angling, hunting) and spend  and spend  
more than more than úú60 billion annually;60 billion annually;  (CAP < ú60 billion)  

   Those managing farms, forests, gardens and Those managing farms, forests, gardens and 
wild resourceswild resources  make informal decisions (which 
summate to change the environment) at a density a density 
44--5 orders of magnitude greater 5 orders of magnitude greater than decisions 
through the formal Environmental Assessments 
(SEA and EIA).  
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TESS (+GEMCONBIO) findings : 
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Approximately how many management decisions, on Approximately how many management decisions, on 

average, do you (or people you represent) make average, do you (or people you represent) make 

annually that affect the environment in any way?annually that affect the environment in any way? 
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The decision density, taking account of (a) decision numbers 

per management unit, (b) area covered by each decision and 

(c) relative abundance of different management units.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

There is greater prevalence of private than state decisions.There is greater prevalence of private than state decisions.  
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TESS (+GEMCONBIO) findings : TESS project   

Study of national government and local communities 
(30 European countries, detailed case study in 8)  

·Conservation is about use of land and species. 

·Little land is strictly protected, much more is managed.  

·Top-down Environmental Assessments (EIA, SEA) are 
bottlenecked by need for experts and thus rare.  

·Millions of local managers of land and species make 
informal decisions daily; the myriad small bottom-up 
decisions summate to change land use. 

·How to enlighten, enable and encourage local people 
to conserve through their enjoyment, both consumptive 
and aesthetic, of wild resources? 

·Policy tools for government, best practice advice & 
practical tools for local managers of land/species . 
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Community Conservation  
 

What support for conserving biodiversity and 

ecosystem services do local people want?  

Maps of species and habitats and   

forecasting to assist land -use decisions.  

What is available?  

What can they contribute?  

TESS: 8 Community Conservation projects  
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Remote mapping (LCMGB) is a wonderful tool, but 
decision support predictions by modelling species 
needs mapping at field, park & even garden scale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Satellite mapping therefore 
needs complementing by details  
of fine-scale ground-based maps. 

Ground-based for detail, 
(by Swedish hunters, 1985) 

1km
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Arne Parish in southern UK     
1,200 citizens, 27 km 2  

Community Community 

Project: DeerProject: Deer   

ÅÅ  In gardensIn gardens   

ÅÅ  In forestryIn forestry   

ÅÅ  On farmsOn farms   

ÅÅFor wildlife For wildlife 

habitatshabitats   

ÅÅ  On roadsOn roads   


